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closed is the awful, fearsome glance," the poet Derzhavin wrote of
the assassinated tsar in a panegyric on Alexander's accession. The
new tsar had received a European education under the supervision
gpf his grandmother, Catherine II. She placed him under the tutelage
of a Swiss moderate republican named Laharpe, who discussed liberal
topics with Alexander. Alexander had also devoted much time to
the parade ground and to the subtleties of Prussian military art. In
his youth he had become friendly with General Arakcheyev, Paul's
favourite, a brutal advocate of serfdom, who had exercised no less
influence on the heir apparent than Laharpe. Contemporaries had good
reason {or saying that the new emperor was "half a citizen of Switzer-
land and half a Prussian corporal."

Under the dual influence of Catherine's court with its intrigues,
subterfuge and favouritism, and of Paul's "little court" at Gat china
where Catherine was cordially detested, Alexander developed his
characteristic traits of duplicity, hypocrisy > cowardice and cruelty,
concealed beneath an outward air of affability and liberalism. Alexander
was suave and amiable in his dealings with people. Contemporaries
relate that the tsar prepared for his receptions and public appearances
like a clever actor, rehearsing elegant bows and gracious smiles.

Pushkin called Alexander "a weak and sly ruler upon whom glory
unexpectedly smiled."

The Decline ot Serfdom. Alexander's reign commenced at a
time when the industrial revolution was making further progress in
Europe and serfdom was declining in Bussia.

Since the last quarter of the 18th century the wholesale impoverish-
ment of the peasantry became particularly manifest. Peasants aban-
doned their run-down farms to follow other pursuits elsewhere. In
the non-black-earth regions there was a rise in the peasant crafts,
while in the black-earth regions the production of grain for the market
increased. The landlords extended their cultivated area, as did the
more well-to-do serfs and state peasants. The expansion of the domestic
market was accompanied by a growth in the foreign market. The
Russian landlords became suppliers of agricultural produce for export,
chiefly to England.

The development of home and foreign trade necessitated improve-
ment of the means of communication, chiefly river and sea routes.
In 1863 the North Catherine Canal joining the Kama and Northern
Dvina rivers was built. In 1804 the Oginsky Canal, which linked
the Baltic and Black seas, was completed. The first decade of Alexander's
reign saw the completion of the Mariinsk and Tikhvin canal systems,
which facilitated the transportation of goods along the rivers linking
inland Bussia with the Baltic Sea. The decline of feudal economy,
which was of a self-sufficient character, increased the demand for
inonejr and created a need for regulation of exchange operations,, To